WAIKATO AREA PAIRS
The following are the rules for the Waikato Area Pairs: 
This is a 5A point Tournament consisting of five rounds of two sessions each. The 5A points are awarded based on the overall results, ie total after five rounds. The intention is that each round is structured so that, subject to NZ Bridge Regulations, each session has at least 2 pairs earn session A points however occasionally a sensible movement will only allow one A point winner per session.
1. For this competition Law 79C2 shall apply to each round and that “Tournament Organiser” shall mean “Waikato Area Pairs Manager.” 
2. We ask for pre-entry which can be done up until mid-day the day before. Payment on arrival please. 
3. Players may play all five rounds or as few as one. The final result will be calculated on the best four rounds, each pair being permitted to miss one round completely. If there were two substitutes, then one must be dropped, i.e. the best four rounds must include at least three rounds with the same partner. 
4. Only affiliated players from Waikato Clubs will be eligible to compete in the overall competition. (Amended at 2012 AGM) Note: non-Waikato affiliated players are eligible for session A points and event winners’ prizes 
5. The different venues for each round are responsible for sending the session results to NZ Bridge and for the event masterpoints including the A points awarded at each round (being one A point for all session winners NS and EW) 
6. The Area Pairs Manager / Scorer are responsible for calculating the overall placings and sending the final overall results to NZ Bridge 
7. The Area Pairs Manager is responsible for organising a non-playing Tournament Director for all rounds. Host clubs are responsible for dealing four sets of boards and providing a scorer 
8. Table money will be $15 per person. $12 of this will be paid to the host club to cover masterpoints, event prizes, Directors fee and other running costs. The other $3 goes to the WAP Treasurer on behalf of the Area Pairs Committee (amended 2023). This money is to cover final prizes and to reimburse clubs that find they have lost money on the event (see Rule 11).
9. Catering – this is a budget tournament, the venues are to supply tea & coffee for morning tea, lunch, and afternoon tea, with such other hospitality as they wish at their own expense.
10. Any club running the Area Pairs who find they have lost money should apply for reimbursement from the Area Pairs Committee. Ten tables should break even, more tables should make a profit for the host club.
11. The minimum prizes for each round (to be paid by the Host Club) are as follows: First place $25 each, Second place $20 each, Third place $15 each, Best Non-Open $15 each. 
12. For the overall series the prize money will be based on total income over the year and the number of eligible pairs. The intention is to award prizes for Open, non-Open and Junior pairings subject to income and eligibility. (
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